During the 600s and 700s AD large parts of the
Holy Land, including the city of Jerusalem, had
been conquered by Muslim armies from Arabia.
In general, Muslim rulers treated Christians
living in and visiting the region with tolerance.
However, during the early 1000s AD another
group of Muslims, the Turks, seized the Holy
Land. The Turks were less tolerant than previous rulers with many
Christian pilgrims claiming to have been attacked on their journeys.

The Turks also began capturing large areas
of the Byzantine Empire, even threatening
the capital city of Constantinople. In 1071
AD a huge Turkish force almost wiped out
the Byzantine army at the Battle of
Manzikert leaving the empire almost
defenseless

# afew hundred professional knights, Urban saw

L this as his opportunity to increase his power and

influence into the Holy Land. The pope
organized a huge meeting at a place called

| Clermont in France. There he called for all of

" § Europe’s Christians to help retake the Holy Land
&8 from the Turks. He promised that anyone who

* made the journey (called a Crusade) would have

" all their sins forgiven.

Urban’s message spread throughout Europe. People began flocking to
France, often abandoning their homes, jobs, and families. Many were
attracted by the promise that their souls would be saved from the fires
of hell. Others believed that they would be able to gain wealth by
taking the property of any Turks they killed. There was also the
opportunity for adventure and excitement at a time when many

people never travelled more than a few miles from the homes in their
entire lives.

Many of the first Crusaders to travel to the Holy
Land weren’t soldiers but simply ordinary

peasants led by a wild preacher called Peter the
Hermit.

Once in Asia Minor the Peasant’s Crusade was quickly
defeated by the Turkish army.

o make up for their small numbers, they built large stone
castles which they could use to control the land and trade routes.




The Crusader Kingdoms only lasted for around 50 years before they
came under serious attack from Muslim forces.

In 1189 a Muslim army, under the
leadership of Saladin, recaptured the city
of Jerusalem. In response

The king of England, Richard |,
managed to capture a few cities but in the end he could not capture
Jerusalem.

In 1201 another group of knights arrived in the city of
Venice, Italy, to begin the 4t Crusade.

More crusades followed over the next 100 years but none were really
successful. By 1300 the last of the Crusader Kingdoms had been
conquered. In 1453 a Turkish army managed to capture the city of
Constantinople, bringing the Byzantine Empire to an end.

Although the crusades had failed in their goal to
recapture the Holy Land, they did have several
important effects.

The crusades also had a big impact on

governments.

INSTRUCTIONS

In the boxes summarize and show:

1 — What the Turks did in the 1000s AD

3 — Why people went on Crusade.
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